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of the Black Eagle, thus honouring with high official
recognition the Commander-in-Chief of the British forces
in South Africa in the Boer War. He could not have
issued a more direct challenge to the violent anti-British
feeling in France, Russia and his own country, and there
was no suppressing this. Back he went to Germany
radiant with personal success, and Caran d'Ache, the
French caricaturist with the Russian nom de crayon, duly
and dryly allegorised the complacent Sovereigns. The
Emperor plumed up his military moustache as the
Hohenzollern steamed away from the white cliffs of Albion,
and said ' JJai foutu 1'Angleterre dans ma poche,' and
King Edward in his dressing-gown, with cigar in his
smiling mouth, handled a despatch-case and murmured
* L'Allemagne est dans le sac.' x . . . Both these recep-
tacles had holes in them.

The Emperor returned home more English than his
uncle. Usually he lived in uniform, changing it half a
dozen times a day to suit the character of his engagements:
now he wore civilian clothes even when officers dined
with him, and his tie-pin was of red enamel with his
grandmother's cipher in diamonds. His talk, even as
his mother's had been when first she came as a bride
to Prussia, was a Hymn of Praise of all things English,
and it had precisely the same unhappy effect as hers. So
too had his decoration of Lord Roberts with the Order
of the Black Eagle, for his subjects construed that as a
deliberate rebuke to the national sympathy with the Boers.
His wife, with her sensible bourgeois mind, had correctly
conjectured what the effect of this long visit to England
would have not only on the Emperor himself but on his
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